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Dear Pastor or Leader,
Almost every pastor we know agrees: We are in a season of spiritual 
emergency. The signs of decay are abundant around us. While God is 
doing wonderful things in individual lives and in many churches, it is not 
stopping the moral and spiritual free fall of our nation.

What if millions of Christians and thousands of churches united in a 
repentant, humble cry to God for revival and awakening? What if that 
began with your church? And what if God answered our cries?

It’s time to turn, pray, and unite!

OneCry is a nationwide initiative for spiritual awakening that began with 
a group of pastors and Christian leaders in 2012. We are joining together 
to seek to build a highway across the nation with easy on-ramps to unite 
individual Christians, churches, and ministries in a fervent, sustained cry 
until the Lord “rends the heavens” and comes down.

Thousands of people have united together around this vital need for 
authentic revival in the church and spiritual awakening among the lost. 
We all agree that what is needed is not a mercy drop, but a nationwide 
movement that would bring the course correction only revival can bring.

The OneCry Experience is designed as a ready-made, eight-week empha-
sis for your church or ministry. We want to help you lead your people to 
join with tens of thousands of others across the nation in the one thing 
that seems to move the heart of God. It is not designed as a one-time 
experience, but a catalytic tool to equip people for a new way of living and 
praying until revival and awakening occur.

Thank you for your passion for the movement of God. May this be the year 
He sends a mighty revival and spiritual awakening to our land!

  For His sake,

  Byron & Bill
  Byron Paulus and Bill Elliff
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OVERVIEW



OVERVIEW OF THE ONECRY EXPERIENCE

Many pastors and churches have benefited from concentrated times of 
emphasis around a key theme. The OneCry Experience is similar, but its 
message is unique and its outcomes critical. 

So how do we begin, and how do we maximize this emphasis to fully 
cooperate with God?

1. READ THROUGH THE ENCLOSED MATERIALS.
Take time to make sure you understand the flow of the OneCry Experience. 
The best preparation will be to read the OneCry book and review this pas-
tor’s guide. In this guide we’ll help you:

1. Set aside the optimum season for the emphasis

2. Mobilize your leaders and congregation

3. Prepare and preach eight messages on OneCry 

4. Have every small group and Sunday school class go through 

the OneCry small group experience

5. Plan at least two church-wide prayer gatherings

6. Plan a time for final assessment

The weeks will cover the following themes:

WEEK 1: WHY ONECRY? 
Seeing the need around us for revival and awakening

WEEK 2:  IT’S ABOUT HIM 
Discovering the ultimate goal of revival: that Christ will  
be returned to His rightful place and honored among us
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WEEK 3:  IT STARTS HERE  
National awakenings begin with personal reviving

WEEK 4:  THE PAIN WE NEED 
 Understanding the judgment of God in the cycle of  
spiritual awakening

WEEK 5:  HE’S LISTENING 
The power of a single, humble cry

WEEK 6:  WAITING FOR ONE CRY 
The irresistible power of a united cry

WEEK 7:  BELIEVE 
The necessity of faith in our passion for revival

WEEK 8:  THE ONECRY HIGHWAY 
Where to from here? How can our repentance and prayers be 
sustained until revival and awakening come?

2. SET ASIDE THE OPTIMUM SEASON FOR THE EMPHASIS.
For most churches, the fall months (September–October) or winter 
months (January–February) are key for attendance and involvement.  
These months are also natural times to begin new groups.

Choose an optimum time where the greatest number of people will be 
involved. Use this emphasis to start new groups and engage people who 
have not been in a group.

3. MOBILIZE YOUR STAFF & SMALL GROUP/SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS.
Four to six weeks before the OneCry Experience kick-off, take time to 
familiarize your staff and key leaders with the emphasis. Seek their 
buy-in and involvement. Ask God to give your team creative ways to 



communicate these truths. Review the schedule, promotional materials, 
and end results. Make sure the calendar is clear so you won’t be dis-
tracted from the emphasis.

Communicate with your small group leaders about the emphasis well in 
advance so they will not plan to use other materials. Emphasize the need 
for this to be a whole-church experience. Share with them the flow of the 
emphasis and what they are to do weekly.

4. UTILIZE THE PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS.
The OneCry Experience provides a complete and extensive array of  
promotional materials, including bulletin inserts, posters, PowerPoint 
slides, and more. All of these materials can be downloaded online at  
www.OneCryBook.com/Experience.

All of your needed OneCry Experience materials are downloadable. You  
will find a OneCry Code on the back of this material. Simply go to  
www.OneCryBook.com/Experience, enter your code, and you will find  
everything you need.

Begin a three-week countdown with the promotional materials prior to  
the emphasis.

§§ 3 weeks before: Show the OneCry promo video in the worship ser-
vice, place advertising in the bulletin, and invite people to sign up 
for groups.

§§ 2 weeks before: Announce the emphasis, and invite people to sign 
up for groups. 

§§ 1 week before: Show the Declaration of Spiritual Emergency video, 
and take a special moment in the service to pray for these eight 
weeks, that God will do all He desires.

5. PREPARE AND PREACH EIGHT MESSAGES ON ONECRY.
Use the materials provided as sermon starters, or develop your own. Be 
sure to follow the theme of each week’s emphasis so it will enhance the 
small groups’ experience. 
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On the first week, it will optimize the experience to finish your sermon by 
inviting your people to sign together the OneCry Declaration of National 
Spiritual Emergency, which thousands are signing across the country.

Also, if you utilize the half-page Declaration of National Spiritual 
Emergency handout, they can sign up for OneCry and become connected 
to thousands across the country. Simply collect the handy tear-off por-
tion of the sheet and send them to OneCry, P.O. Box 31, Buchanan, MI 
49107. We will process them.

As individuals sign the Declaration, they will be connected to the OneCry 
site. This site will bring them weekly emails that contain stories of revival, 
helpful articles, prayer guides, and resources to promote revival in their 
sphere of influence on an ongoing basis. It will also foster hope and faith to 
realize that they are joining thousands of others across the nation in one cry!

6.  HAVE EVERY SMALL GROUP/SUNDAY SCHOOL GROUP GO 
THROUGH THE ONECRY EXPERIENCE TOGETHER.

Perhaps the greatest benefit will come from these shared moments of 
teaching, discussion, and united prayer in the groups. This will be greatly 
maximized as the whole church unites in this study and response. The 
small group sessions will consist of:

1. A 15–20-minute video message by Byron Paulus and Bill Elliff

2. Discussion questions

3. Guided prayer time for revival and awakening

7. PLAN AT LEAST TWO MONTHLY PRAYER GATHERINGS.
You may want to utilize existing prayer meetings, or you may want to plan 
special prayer times for the OneCry Experience. If you long to develop a 
great rhythm of prayer in your church for revival, you might consider con-
tinuing these monthly prayer meetings. 
 
Some suggestions:

§§ Utilize the Prayer Gatherings suggestions included at  
www.OneCryBook.com/Experience.



§§ Consider an early morning prayer time for men.

§§ Consider First Monday (or any day) prayer for the two months of 
the OneCry Experience, and then consider continuing that monthly 
prayer gathering.

§§ Open up the final Prayer Gathering for testimonies of what God has 
done in the last eight weeks. (We have included two very helpful 
articles in the appendix on how to lead a testimony/prayer service: 
“Shepherding and Releasing the Microphone” and “Leading Times 
of Testimony.”)

§§ Pray that momentum will occur so these monthly prayer gatherings 
might continue!

If you want to further maximize the results of the OneCry Experience, enlist 
your existing prayer team (or develop a prayer team) to pray daily for every 
aspect of the emphasis before, during, and after the OneCry Experience.

Many churches across the nation are adopting the National Prayer Accord 
as their rhythm for revival praying. This may be a great path for you and 
your church. This can also be found at www.OneCry.com/PrayerAccord.

8.  PLAN A TIME OF ASSESSMENT AND “WHERE TO FROM HERE?” 
WITH KEY LEADERS AT THE END.

Important things often die for lack of a prayerful, God-initiated plan. Your 
people will need leadership about what to do with what they’ve learned 
and experienced.

Take some time with your team to assess what God did and what could be 
done to continue the movement of turning, praying, and uniting UNTIL 
HE COMES! What will be the follow-up to this important time?

It will help you tremendously to read together through the Epilogue of the 
OneCry book, which is filled with practical suggestions and tools. Mark 
which of these suggestions resonate with you and your team. Think of 
creative, God-initiated ways to implement these things in the rhythm of 
your church life. Remember: It may mean that some other things need to 
be removed in order for this to occur with focus and perseverance.

 8 // ONECRY



OVERVIEW // 9

Some ideas:

§§ Develop ongoing weekly, monthly, and annual OneCry prayer  
times for revival, following the National Prayer Accord.

§§ Place a regular yearly emphasis on revival.

§§ Set aside a week annually to bring in a preacher or team to  
fan the flames of revival.

§§ Bring a OneCry team to your church in the coming year.  
(Visit www.OneCryBook.com/Events for details.)

§§ Share monthly revival reminders through the use of OneCry  
materials, videos, and stories in your worship services.

One of the most significant things that could happen is the uniting of 
multiple churches in a city to cry out and serve together for the cause of 
revival. Call multiple pastors and tell them about your experience, and do 
some prayerful, Spirit-led brainstorming about how to unite in your city 
for the cause of revival and awakening.

Every movement needs leadership. It is amazing what God can do with 
one pastor or leader who has a passion to see a church, a city, a nation 
return to God. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, one of the great authorities on revival 
in the last century, said:

[In] movements of the Spirit . . . generally the very first thing 
that happens, and which eventually leads to a great revival, is 
that one man, or a group of men, suddenly begin to feel this 
burden, and they feel the burden so much that they are led to 
do something about it (Revival, p. 163).

May God raise up hundreds of such leaders, and may He begin with you!
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SERMON STARTERS

As you know, your preaching sets the stage for spiritual growth for your 
people. During the OneCry Experience, we encourage you to preach eight 
messages on revival and spiritual awakening. The integration of an inten-
tional series of messages, small group studies, and your whole church 
reading the OneCry book together is a powerful combination!

The following messages are simply “sermon starters” that will give you 
help in developing your preaching. They are not intended to be exhaustive, 
only to give you a platform for your study and preparation. You will notice 
that all of these messages are from the book of Nehemiah.

You may have preached from Nehemiah before, but these particular mes-
sages are uniquely designed to correspond with the themes your people 
will be studying weekly. Nehemiah lends itself wonderfully to this preach-
ing progression and is one of the greatest stories of nationwide revival in 
the Scriptures.

You will notice that weeks 2–7 cover six Revival Realities. These are 
intended to be short, memorable statements that will catch the atten-
tion of your people and capsulize each principle. It might be good to do 
whatever you can to highlight these statements weekly. In fact, you could 
review them each week as you introduce the next Revival Reality.

For further help, visit www.OneCry.com/ChurchResources and take a 
minute to read the article titled “Preaching Toward Revival.” This will give 
you many practical tips on this type of preaching.

Several thousand people are praying specifically for the pastors who 
are preaching through the OneCry Experience. They’re praying for YOU! 
Wouldn’t it be something if God were to ignite thousands of pulpits across 
our nation to prepare a highway for Him? This might be the season He will 
usher in a mighty movement of His manifest presence!

We’re praying for you as you preach God’s Word.



CENTRAL IDEA: We are living in a day of incredible need for revival and 
spiritual awakening, but there is every reason to have hope and to cry out!

TEXT: Nehemiah 1

INTRODUCTION
§§ State of Emergency

§§ National Spiritual Emergency

I. OUR NEED IS OVERWHELMING!

§§ Historical context—condition of nation in Nehemiah’s day

§§ Account of conditions in America before Second Great Awakening 

§§ Desperate need of America today

§§ Cycle of Spiritual Awakening

Definition of Revival

Application: In what ways do you need revival?

WHY ONECRY?
 

WEEK 1 // SHORT OUTLINE
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II. OUR GOD IS OVERPOWERING!
§§ Divine invasion in Nehemiah’s day

§§ Extraordinary movement of God today

§§ Our confident hope

§§ Our only hope

§§ Stories of what God has done in the past

Application: Will you cry out to God for spiritual awakening?

CONCLUSION
§§ Read the OneCry Declaration

§§ Time for believers to recognize a national spiritual emergency

§§ Sign the OneCry Declaration together



CENTRAL IDEA: We are living in a day of incredible need for revival and 
spiritual awakening, but there is every reason to have hope and to cry out!

TEXT: Nehemiah 1

INTRODUCTION
All of us face emergency situations in life. It might be a financial emer-
gency or a health problem. Such times call for immediate, deliberate action.

This happens in nations too.

A state of emergency is a governmental declaration which usu-
ally suspends a few normal functions of executive, legislative 
and judicial powers, alerts citizens to change their normal 
behaviors, or orders government agencies to implement emer-
gency preparedness plans (Wikipedia).

The United States government has issued such declarations many times in its 
history. In fact, we are still in a state of emergency in relation to terrorism.

I wonder if, from heaven’s perspective, this is a time in America of 
national spiritual emergency. If so, what should we do? Should we simply 
go on with business as usual, or do these days call for a greater response 
from those of us who know Christ Jesus and follow Him as King?

For the next eight weeks, we are going to look into God’s Word and let 
Him tell us what is needed in such a time as this. And we are going to 
join with tens of thousands of other believers across the nation who are 
doing what is needed in this moment of spiritual emergency.

WHY ONECRY?
 

WEEK 1 // SERMON EXAMPLE
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Look with me at our text for today.

(Read Nehemiah 1:1-4)

I. OUR NEED IS OVERWHELMING!

EXPLANATION

(Explain the historical context behind the story, then read verse 1.) 

Look at the condition of the nation in Nehemiah’s day as we see it  
outlined in this verse. It was a time of:

§§ Captivity

§§ Distress

§§ Reproach

§§ Broken walls

§§ Burned gates

(Walk through each of these conditions. What do they mean? How do we 
see this in our day?)

ILLUSTRATION

(See OneCry book pages 28–30 for illustrations of our current need.)

But this is not the first time we have been in this condition! (Read 
Bob Bakke’s account of American conditions before the Second Great 
Awakening on pages 119–120).

This is consistent with the normal cycle we see throughout human history. 



(Put on the screen and talk through the Cycle of Spiritual Awakening 
graphic from page 51 in the OneCry book.)

Our land is in desperate need. There are many great churches, but 
despite all the normal work of the church, nothing is stopping the moral 
and spiritual free fall of our nation. We need a revival that will lead to a 
spiritual awakening!

WHAT IS REVIVAL?
“Revival is the extraordinary movement of the Spirit of God in the hearts of 
God’s people that produces extraordinary results” (Richard Owen Roberts).

In the past, such extraordinary movements have brought the course cor-
rection we needed to our nation. Today, we see that same dramatic need.

APPLICATION

What about you? What evidences do you see that we need divine intervention? 
Where do you see the need for a nationwide revival and spiritual awakening?

§§ Your family?

§§ Our churches?

§§ Our government?

§§ Our schools?

§§ The media?

§§ Your own life?

The reality is, the need will overwhelm us if something supernatural  
does not occur. 

But here is where the story can change, because . . .
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II. OUR GOD IS OVERPOWERING!

EXPLANATION

Nehemiah began to see the work of God occur because “the good hand of 
[his] God was on [him]” (Nehemiah 2:8). Things happened which could 
only be explained in terms of a divine invasion. Not only did God enable 
them to rebuild the walls in just 52 days, but this led to one of the great-
est times of revival and restoration in Israel’s history. (We’ll see this later 
in Nehemiah 8–9.)

An extraordinary movement of God that would produce extraordinary 
results in our nation is always a possibility if God’s people will cooperate.

§§ It is our confident hope.

§§ It is our only hope!

ILLUSTRATION

Del Fehsenfeld Jr., the founder of Life Action Ministries, often said, “As 
long as God is on His throne, revival is as possible as the sun rising 
tomorrow morning.”

One of the reasons we feel little hope of a nationwide awakening is that 
it’s been over a hundred years since this has occurred in our nation. In 
America’s first 150 years, nationwide awakenings happened every 30–60 
years. But because of this current gap, we have no fathers or grandfathers 
who can tell us the great stories and give us hope. Now our faith is small 
and our prayers are weak. We need to remind ourselves of what God can 
do. That’s why I want to encourage you to read the OneCry book, week by 
week, during these next eight weeks!

Let’s look at what God has done in the past:

(Read the quote from Samuel Davies on page 53.)



(Insert a story from your own life or someone you know where God inter-
rupted and delivered when it looked like all hope was gone.)

APPLICATION

Do you believe that God can send revival and awakening to our nation? 
Would you be willing to give yourself to study so that your faith might be 
built for revival during these next eight weeks, and then join with others 
in a united cry—one cry—for revival and awakening?

If so, realize this: Every week builds on the previous week. We will be 
discovering a progression to revival that is very important to understand. 
Next week we will begin to look at six Revival Realities that are critical. It 
is important that you not miss a week!

CONCLUSION
I mentioned as we began that there are times when our government needs 
to declare a state of national emergency. But it is time now for us as 
believers to declare a national spiritual emergency.

OneCry has developed just such a Declaration. As we close today, I’m 
going to ask you to stand and join with me in reading this together; then, 
as we worship the Lord, I’d like to ask you to join me at this altar as we 
sign this Declaration together.

You need to know that thousands across our nation are joining with us 
in declaring our willingness to turn, pray, and unite together to see an 
extraordinary movement of God in our land.

(Stand and read together the Declaration of National Spiritual Emergency 
document. Have large copies on altar or tables around the room, and as 
music plays, invite people to go and personally sign these documents. 
For the next eight weeks, find a place in your church to display this as a 
constant reminder of why we are uniting in one cry!)
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AND/OR . . .
(You can use the half-page Declaration, which allows them to sign 
the document and turn in their registration to OneCry with their email 
address. If you will collect these sheets and send them to OneCry, your 
people will be joined to the OneCry movement and receive weekly 
information, stories, and helps on how to pray and live for revival and 
awakening in our day. You can download the half-page Declaration at 
www.OneCryBook.com/Experience.)

(Spend a final moment in worship and prayer as people are signing the 
document. Pray for these next eight weeks and the OneCry Experience in 
your church and around the nation.)



CENTRAL IDEA: Revival that leads to awakening is not merely for our sakes, 
but to restore Jesus Christ to His rightful place as King in our hearts, fam-
ilies, churches, and nation! It is also a sovereign work that He produces 
(and we cooperate with), so we must look to Him for its genesis.

TEXT: Nehemiah 1:1-11

REVIVAL REALITY #1: A spiritual awakening is an invasion of the King  
and His kingdom.

INTRODUCTION
§§ Seven-week study of revival and spiritual awakening

§§ Will learn six Revival Realities

§§ Why pursue revival and spiritual awakening?

§§ Revival Reality #1: A spiritual awakening is an invasion of the King 
and His kingdom.

I. REVIVAL IS FOR GOD!
§§ Understand terms

REVIVAL “the extraordinary movement of the Spirit of God in the 
hearts of His people that produces extraordinary results” 
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SPIRITUAL AWAKENING “the extraordinary movement of God that 
awakens the eyes of the unbelieving and brings them to salvation”

§§ Revival is for God’s sake

Application: Why are you seeking revival?

II. REVIVAL IS FROM GOD!
§§ Nehemiah’s Godward prayer

§§ What would revival look like in our nation?

CONCLUSION
§§ Nehemiah’s bold cry

§§ Will we seek revival for the right reasons?



CENTRAL IDEA: Revival that leads to awakening is not merely for our sakes, 
but to restore Jesus Christ to His rightful place as King in our hearts, fam-
ilies, churches, and nation! It is also a sovereign work that He produces 
(and we cooperate with), so we must look to Him for its genesis.

TEXT: Nehemiah 1:1-11

REVIVAL REALITY #1: A spiritual awakening is an invasion of the King and 
His kingdom.

INTRODUCTION
Doug Doty was a highly decorated Green Beret in the war in Vietnam. 
Before every major mission, his group would go into a seven-day lockdown. 
They would study everything possible about the enemy, the terrain, com-
munication, supply lines, etc., and every conceivable contingency.

Before they left the room, they knew exactly what the point of their mis-
sion was. The particulars of their plan would surely change as the battle 
shifted, but they were completely unified on the point of the mission. 
Before they left the room, they would circle up, arms around each other, 
and one by one repeat, “I’m a dead man,” signifying their willingness to 
die for the mission.

For the next seven weeks, we are going to study revival and spiritual awak-
ening. We will come to understand six Revival Realities—key principles that 
are critical for us to understand if we are to cooperate with God. We are in 
a seven-week lockdown! And hopefully, we will commit ourselves, before 
these weeks are over, to do anything God asks to see revival and awakening 
come to our land. Today we’ll look at the first of those Realities. 
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Question: Why should we pursue revival and spiritual awakening, and why 
does God bring such times in history? The answer can be summed up in 
one word: GOD! Revival and awakening are for God and from God.

(Read Nehemiah 1:1-11.)

I. REVIVAL IS FOR GOD

EXPLANATION

If you read through this passage, you will notice that the word You/Yours is 
repeated 23 times in 7 verses! When Nehemiah was faced in his day with 
the overwhelming need we also see in our day, he knew that God needed 
to be restored to His rightful place in his heart and the hearts of his coun-
trymen. This was the mission of his prayer.

It’s important to understand our terms, to know what we’re seeking:

REVIVAL is “the extraordinary movement of the Spirit of 
God in the hearts of His people that produces extraordinary 
results” (Richard Owen Roberts).

This is a work that happens in the church when she enthrones 
Christ as King in His rightful place. It is returning to our first love.

For instance, in the Prayer Revival of 1857–1858, a 
small prayer meeting that started with 6 people in a Dutch 
Reformed church in New York City grew in a matter of months 
to 50,000 people meeting every day at noon for prayer!  

REVIVAL REALITY #1
A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING IS AN INVASION OF THE KING  

AND HIS KINGDOM.



Every church in New York City was filled. The church was revived!

SPIRITUAL AWAKENING is the extraordinary movement of 
God that awakens the eyes of the unbelieving and brings 
them to salvation.

This is a work that happens among the lost. In times of  
great spiritual awakening, hundreds of thousands of people—
even millions—have been swept into the kingdom in a matter  
of months.

In the Welsh Revival of 1904–1905, 100,000 people came 
to Christ in nine months!

At the time of the Second Great Awakening, there were thirty 
million people in America. During the course of the awak-
ening, over one million people came to Christ! If that same 
ratio would happen in a nationwide awakening in our day, we 
would see over ten million people come to faith in Christ in a 
brief period of time!

So why should we pray for such a revival and awakening? Is it just for us? 
No, there’s more.

Nehemiah prayed for revival for God’s sake. He wanted God to be 
enthroned in his nation. He wanted the name of God to be known and 
revered and honored once again. He wanted more people to be revived 
and saved so that more worship could ascend to the One to whom alone it 
is due. Notice the elements of Nehemiah’s prayer:

We have not enthroned You in our hearts.

(v. 7) “We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the 
commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You com-
manded Your servant Moses.”

But You are a covenant keeping God.

(v. 5) “I beseech You, O Lord God of heaven, the great and awesome God, 
who preserves the covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him 
and keep His commandments . . .”
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And You have made promises to Your people.

(v. 9) “If you return to Me and keep My commandments and do them, 
though those of you who have been scattered were in the most remote 
part of the heavens, I will gather them from there and will bring them to 
the place where I have chosen to cause My name to dwell.”

So restore and revive us so that You will be revered!

(v. 11) “O Lord, I beseech You, may Your ear be attentive to the prayer 
of Your servant and the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere 
Your name.”

ILLUSTRATION

Jonathan Edwards said, “God hath had it much on his heart, from all 
eternity, to glorify his dear and only-begotten Son; and there are some 
special seasons that he appoints to that end, wherein he comes forth with 
omnipotent power to fulfill his promise and oath to him. And these times 
are times of remarkable pouring out of his Spirit, to advance his kingdom; 
such a day is a day of his power” (quoted on p. 47 of the OneCry book).

(If desired, insert the Cycle of Spiritual Awakening graphic here, from 
page 51. Show the people that this is the common, repeated pattern in 
Scripture and in human history. Show them that God is always seeking to 
bring more and more people—His people—to Himself.)

APPLICATION

In great seasons of corporate or national revival, thousands of people 
are blessed. But the greatest thing that happens is that Christ Jesus is 
enthroned again! He is loved and served as He should be, and the world 
worships its Creator and Savior.

Why are you seeking revival? For your sake alone? So that you might lead a 
comfortable life? Just so that our nation would be prosperous or at peace?



Or for God? Are you praying that His kingdom would come and His will 
would be done on earth as it is in heaven? 

But if we’re hungry for revival, where does it come from?

II. REVIVAL IS FROM GOD!

EXPLANATION

Why is God mentioned over thirty times in Nehemiah’s prayer? (Read the 
text, emphasizing each of the You/Your words or references to God; or you 
may want to use this in the seventh sermon on “Believe.”) It’s because no 
one can bring revival except God! Our role is to cooperate with God, but He 
is the sovereign sender of revival.

Nehemiah’s first resort was not to contact the king or his own countrymen. 
He cried out to God for seven months. It was a Godward prayer.

(Read verse 5.) Nehemiah knew that God was . . .

§§ The LORD God. He is the God over every god of this world and has 
authority to do whatever He desires

§§ The God of HEAVEN. His power is not confined to this earth; it is also 
heavenly. He rules over the earth.

§§ The GREAT and AWESOME God. He has the ability to do things which 
“eye has not seen and ear has not heard.”

§§ The COVENANT-KEEPING God. He will fulfill His conditional promises 
if His people will cooperate. The problem is never with Him!

§§ The God of LOVINGKINDNESS. God is not only loving, He is kind,  
and He longs to save His people. He is motivated to send revival 
and awakening because of His nature—His perfect love.

Nehemiah prayed for an invasion from the King. And when the King 
comes in His power, incredible things begin to happen!
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ILLUSTRATION

In Nehemiah’s day, a wall was built around the entire city in 52 days 
(Nehemiah 6:15), and the entire nation returned to God! We will read 
about this in the coming weeks.

(Share some of the revival illustrations found in the OneCry book on pages 
52–57. Extend that out to dream with your people about what revival 
would look like in your city if God manifested Himself in the same mea-
sure. What would happen if 15% of your city’s population would come to 
Christ in the next year, as happened in the First Great Awakening?

What would it look like in our nation? What would change if every church 
was filled every day for months on end with praying, obeying believers? 
What if thousands of people in your city were saved in a matter of months? 
What would this change in government? schools? homes? culture?)

When the King invades:

§§ The church is revived!

§§ The lost are saved!

§§ The culture is transformed!

§§ The mission is expanded!

(See pages 52–57 of your OneCry book for further illustrations on each of 
the above statements.)

APPLICATION

Our goal in the next weeks is not to turn our attention to seek revival for 
revival’s sake. We are turning our attention to seek GOD—because revival 
is FOR God and FROM God!



CONCLUSION

Perhaps the most amazing thing about Nehemiah’s cry is its boldness.

[Nehemiah] is empty-handed, but not uninvited. He knows 
the threats and promises of Scripture well enough to make a 
strong, not a tentative plea (Derek Kidner, Ezra and Nehemiah: 
An Introduction and Commentary).

Nehemiah, like Ezra before him and Moses before him and every humble 
believer who longs for God’s return, cries out for God to prove Himself . . . 
to magnify Himself . . . to show the world how great a God He is.

And then, even more amazing in light of Israel’s past sins: God heard and 
answered his cry!

I wonder if we will be the people who seek revival for the right reasons . . . 
who live to see the King enthroned and worshiped . . . who cry out, for  
Jesus’ sake . . . who see revival and awakening come for His glory in our day!
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CENTRAL IDEA: Revival and awakening begin with individual believers 
repenting and restoring Jesus Christ as the love and Lord of their hearts.

TEXT: Nehemiah 1:4-11

REVIVAL REALITY #2: National awakenings begin with personal reviving.

INTRODUCTION
§§ Big things happen when I realize it starts with me. 

§§ Revival Reality #2: National awakenings begin with personal reviving.

§§ “Lord, send a revival, and let it begin in me.”

I. PERSONAL REVIVAL BEGINS BY REMEMBERING
§§ Remember where we once were

§§ Remind ourselves where we should be

Nehemiah was reminded of their condition (v. 4)

§§ He immediately went into the presence of the Lord in prayer (v. 4).

§§ He saw his sin and cried out in repentance (vv. 6-7).

§§ Personal (v. 6)

§§ Corporate (v. 6)
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§§ Shameful (v. 7)

§§ Against God (v. 7)

§§ Must be confessed (v. 6)

§§ If we want to see revival, it must start here (Psalm 139:23-24).

II. PERSONAL REVIVAL IS DEEPENED BY MOURNING
§§ Nehemiah’s response (v. 4)

§§ Our command (James 4:8-10; 2 Corinthians 7:9-11)

Application: Have you ever mourned over your sin? 

III. PERSONAL REVIVAL IS SUSTAINED BY SURRENDER
§§ Nehemiah’s willingness to obey God and be used as part of the 

solution (1:11)

§§ Genuine repentance: a change of mind that produces a change of 
direction/action

Application: What are you holding onto, thinking it will satisfy you?

CONCLUSION
“The world has yet to see what God will do with a man fully consecrated 
to Him” (D. L. Moody).

Application: Will you fully surrender your life to Him?



CENTRAL IDEA: Revival and awakening begin with individual believers 
repenting and restoring Jesus Christ as the love and Lord of their hearts.

TEXT: Nehemiah 1:4-11

REVIVAL REALITY #2: National awakenings begin with personal reviving.

INTRODUCTION
Imagine with me that someone in the church had a desperate need for 
$1,000. In fact, if they didn’t get the money, it would bring about disas-
trous results for their family. One hundred people in the church heard 
about the need. Different ones might say:

§§ Wow, that’s a big need!

§§ I hope somebody does something about that!

§§ Let’s pray! (which is totally appropriate, but maybe not the needed 
answer at the time)

But let’s say that each of those 100 people looked in their wallets and 
saw $10, and each of them, independently of the others, decided to con-
tribute $10 to the needy family. They might say, “I don’t know if this will 
make a difference, but here’s $10.”

Big things happen when I realize it starts with me. This is especially true in 
God’s kingdom. When everyone takes personal responsibility for their own 
condition and responds to God, a snowball effect can occur, until there is 
an avalanche of God’s grace!
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We are in great need of a sweeping, national revival. In fact, it is the only 
hope for our nation! But you may think, “What in the world can I do?”

If we want our family, our church, our city, our nation to change, it begins 
by cooperating with God to change ourselves. “Lord, send a revival, and 
let it begin in me.”

Notice today how one of the greatest revivals in history began in the heart 
and life of one simple man.

(Read Nehemiah 1:4-11.)

I. PERSONAL REVIVAL BEGINS BY REMEMBERING

EXPLANATION

In order to know where we are spiritually, we must remember where we 
once were, remind ourselves where we should be, and see the differ-
ence. (See the OneCry book, page 69, for this same thought portrayed in 
Revelation 2.)

§§ Nehemiah had to be reminded of his condition and the condition of 
his people (v. 4 “when I heard these words,” i.e., the report of the 
condition of his nation and people).

§§ Nehemiah immediately went into the presence of the Lord in prayer  
(v. 4). This is the best place to get the right perspective on a prob-
lem. Without the presence of God, we may blame others and never 
see our own sin and need.

REVIVAL REALITY #2
NATIONAL AWAKENINGS BEGIN WITH PERSONAL REVIVING.



§§ While in God’s presence, he saw his own sin and the sins of the 
people and began to cry out to God in repentance (vv. 6-7). Notice 
what he saw about his sin:

§§ It’s PERSONAL: I have sinned (v. 6).

§§ It’s CORPORATE: My father’s house has sinned (v. 6).

§§ It’s SHAMEFUL: We have acted very corruptly (v. 7). Corruption 
is vile. It pollutes everything it touches. In God’s presence, 
we no longer rationalize and excuse our sin.

§§ It’s AGAINST GOD: We have sinned against You (v. 7). All of my 
sin is ultimately against God. It is telling God that I am going 
to control my life. (See Psalm 51:4, “Against You, You only, I 
have sinned.”)

§§ It must be CONFESSED (v. 6). Confession means “saying the 
same thing as.” It means we do not hide, cover, blame, or 
excuse. We “say the same thing as” God does. Sin is corrupt 
and wrong, and we must get honest and transparent about it 
before God.

ILLUSTRATION

(Illustrate by using parallel passages such as Psalm 51 and Isaiah 6. 
Each of these moments of personal revival began by seeing God and 
the individuals [David and Isaiah, in these passages] in God’s light and 
remembering the vileness of their personal sin.)

APPLICATION

We get upset and burdened about the need in our nation. But the nation, 
and the church, and the family . . . are made up of you and me! If we 
want revival, we must be willing to draw a circle around ourselves and let 
God begin in us.
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When was the last time you let God search your heart? If we want to see 
revival, it must start here.

Would you be willing to genuinely pray the prayer of David in Psalm 
139:23-24?

Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know my 
anxious thoughts; and see if there be any hurtful [wicked] 
way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way.

However, although revival begins with remembering and admitting our sin 
before God, there is more.

II. PERSONAL REVIVAL IS DEEPENED BY MOURNING

EXPLANATION

Notice Nehemiah’s response when he saw the condition of his life, the life 
of his people, and his nation’s dilemma:

“When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned for days; 
and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven” (v. 4).

Did you know that we are commanded to mourn? Notice how James 
(speaking to believers) calls us to mourning in James 4:8-10:

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse  
your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double- 
minded. Be miserable and mourn and weep; let your laughter be 
turned into mourning and your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves 
in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

You may say, “I thought God wanted us to be happy!” He does want to 
bring us to joy, but He also knows that unless there is the element of true 
grieving over our sin, we will never come to real repentance, and without 
repentance there is never the deliverance that leads to genuine JOY!



Notice how Paul speaks of this “godly sorrow” in 2 Corinthians 7:9-11:

9 I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that 
you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you 
were made sorrowful according to the will of God, so that 
you might not suffer loss in anything through us. 10 For the 
sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repen-
tance without regret, leading to salvation, but the sorrow of 
the world produces death. 11 For behold what earnestness 
this very thing, this godly sorrow, has produced in you: what 
vindication of yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what 
longing, what zeal, what avenging of wrong! In everything you 
demonstrated yourselves to be innocent in the matter.

We often have repentance with regrets. We will turn because we are 
momentarily stirred, but in our hearts we want to return to our sin 
because we still see it as valuable. If we stay long enough before the Lord 
so that we begin to see our sin like God sees it, this produces a godly 
mourning, and we are glad to turn away from our sin, with no regrets.

ILLUSTRATION

I remember the day my mother fed me brussels sprouts [insert the name 
of a food you hate]. I immediately repented, with NO REGRETS! It is not 
hard for me to turn away from brussels sprouts, because I do not see any 
value for them in my life. I’ve never touched them again!

APPLICATION

Have you ever mourned over your sin? Have you lingered in God’s pres-
ence and in His Word long enough to see what your sin is doing to you, to 
others, and most of all to God and His kingdom? . . . enough to turn away 
with no regrets?

But remembering our sin and mourning over sin is not enough either. 
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III. PERSONAL REVIVAL IS SUSTAINED BY SURRENDER

EXPLANATION

Nehemiah not only mourned over his sin, he was willing to turn and take 
the next steps in the right direction. Notice his willingness to obey God 
and be used as part of the solution in Nehemiah 1:11.

Real repentance that leads to personal revival is a change of mind that 
produces a change of direction, a change of action. Where we once  
disobeyed God, we now obey. Where we once seized control, we now 
yield control. Where we once resisted God’s leadership, we now follow 
God’s leadership.

ILLUSTRATION

What would your mate/parents say if you said, “I’m sorry for yelling at 
you,” and then in the next breath you yelled at them again? They would 
see that you were not really very sorrowful—at least not sorrowful to the 
point of change.

Often the reason we do not genuinely surrender is because we feel like 
what we desire is better than what God wants for us. We vainly imagine 
that our plan will provide better results than God’s!

Do you know the best way to get a bone away from a hungry dog? It’s 
certainly not to reach down and try to pull the bone away. You may come 
back with fewer fingers! The surefire way is to lay a juicy steak down 
beside him. He will gladly give up his bone for the steak.

It is important to realize that God’s will for you is “good and acceptable 
and perfect” (Romans 12:2). But the only path to discover this is to let go 
and surrender to His control.



APPLICATION

What “old bone” are you holding onto today, thinking that it will satisfy 
you? It may be that very issue that is keeping you from personal revival!

What would happen if every single person in this room today would spend 
time remembering our sin, seeing it from God’s perspective, mourning 
until we came to repentance without regrets, and turning in full surrender 
in every area of our lives to Christ?

We would not only experience personal revival, but our whole church 
would experience a mighty movement of God, and Christ would be free to 
manifest Himself through each of us in power!

CONCLUSION 
In 1872 Henry Varley, a British revivalist, had befriended a young man. 
He made a statement the young man later recounted as this: “The world 
has yet to see what God will do with a man fully consecrated to him.”

In his heart, the young man said, “By God’s help, I aim to be that man!”

That man was D. L. Moody, who would later become one of the greatest 
evangelists of his generation, leading tens of thousands of people to 
Christ. He later returned to England, and Varley reported the following 
from their conversation:

“Ah,” said Mr. Moody, “those were the words sent to my soul, 
through you, from the Living God. As I crossed the wide 
Atlantic, the boards of the deck of the vessel were engraved 
with them, and when I reached Chicago, the very paving 
stones seemed marked with, ‘Moody, the world has yet to see 
what God will do with a man fully consecrated to him.’”1

I wonder if there is in this room right now a man, a woman, a student that 
God might use as a catalyst for revival and spiritual awakening in our land. 
And I wonder if you will fully surrender your life to Him.
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CENTRAL IDEA: When God’s people fall away from Him, He sends His judg-
ment, which is an act of mercy. It is a tool to bring us to the desperation 
that leads to repentance and revival.

TEXT: Nehemiah 1; Jeremiah 27:21-22; 29:10-14

REVIVAL REALITY #3: Pain is God’s necessary tool to bring us to desperation.

INTRODUCTION
§§ Worst physical pain you’ve ever experienced—what did you do?

§§ Physical pain is a wonderful tool designed by God to help us realize 
something is wrong.

§§ God’s judgment is an important tool to help us correct the things 
that are destroying us.

§§ Revival Reality #3: Pain is God’s necessary tool to bring us to desperation.

I. PAIN BRINGS DESPERATION
§§ God wants us near Him; sin pulls us from Him

§§ Cycle of Spiritual Awakening; we are currently under judgment

§§ Psalm 32

Application: Have you experienced God’s spiritual pain/pressure?
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II. DESPERATION BRINGS REPENTANCE
§§ Nehemiah’s repentance

§§ Cycle of Spiritual Awakening (left side)

§§ Prayer Revival of 1857–58; financial collapse drove men to God

Application: What will it take for you and me to come to such a point  
of desperation?

III. REPENTANCE BRINGS REVIVAL!
§§ Jeremiah 29:11, a favorite verse, is set in a context of God’s judg-

ment (27:21-22; 29:10-14).

CONCLUSION
§§ Ugandan pastor’s question

§§ Has God brought you to desperation?

§§ Will you take the steps of repentance that lead to revival?



CENTRAL IDEA: When God’s people fall away from Him, He sends His judg-
ment, which is an act of mercy. It is a tool to bring us to the desperation 
that leads to repentance and revival.

TEXT: Nehemiah 1; Jeremiah 27:21-22; 29:10-14

REVIVAL REALITY #3: Pain is God’s necessary tool to bring us to desperation.

INTRODUCTION
(Might begin with some funny story of when you experienced pain and 
what you did . . . a kidney stone that had you crying like a baby, etc.)

What is the worst physical pain you’ve ever experienced? From a stubbed toe 
to labor pains to heart disease or kidney stones, we have all had our share. In 
fact, it’s one of the most common and daily experiences of this earthly life.

What did you do when the pain came? I doubt you went to a movie, or 
took a leisurely stroll in the park. Depending on the intensity of the pain, 
you moved with great speed to do everything possible to find relief!

Physical pain is designed by God. It is a wonderful tool to help us realize 
that something is wrong and needs immediate attention. When you inad-
vertently put your hand on a hot stove, it is pain that says, “You’ve made 
a mistake! Remove your hand NOW!” And it doesn’t take much convinc-
ing when the pain is severe.

As with physical pain, God has designed an important tool to help us 
correct those things that are destroying us and those around us. It’s called 
His judgment.
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We see this so clearly in Nehemiah’s experience. Notice the progression to 
revival that comes through God’s judgment in Nehemiah’s day.

I. PAIN BRINGS DESPERATION

EXPLANATION

It is critical to know that God longs for us to experience Him and His full-
ness. Those who abide in Him bear great fruit (John 15)! In His presence 
is fullness of joy, and at His right hand are pleasures forevermore (Psalm 
16:11)! The whole Bible illustrates God’s relentless desire to redeem us—
to bring us back to Himself so that we might experience all that He is, 
and our lives can be wonderfully lived to His glory.

But sin is inevitable. The constant tug of the world, the flesh, and the devil 
pulls us away from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Jesus Christ.

(Highlight the Cycle of Spiritual Awakening found on page 51 and the first 
step away from spiritual health.)

Just as in the physical realm, when we pull away from God, He has a tool 
He uses to help us wake up and realize where we are and what needs to 
be done.

His judgments create spiritual pain.

(Read Nehemiah 1:4.) God had prophesied to the Israelites (through 
Jeremiah), warning them of His judgment if they would not follow Him. 
Israel chose to ignore God’s gracious calls and continue in their sin. The 
result was that God removed His protecting hand, and they were led into 
captivity in Babylon. Like their time in Egypt, this was one of the darkest 
periods of the nation’s history.

REVIVAL REALITY #3
PAIN IS GOD’S NECESSARY TOOL TO BRING US TO DESPERATION.



The temple represented the presence of God. The walls around the city 
represented the establishment of God’s kingdom and God’s peace in the 
nation. Both of them were destroyed. When Nehemiah heard of the con-
dition of the city, he “sat down and wept” and grieved for months on end. 
His heart was in anguish over the effects of God’s judgment.

ILLUSTRATION

(Further explain the Cycle of Spiritual Awakening on page 51. Walk 
through each component that leads to judgment. Help the people see that 
we are right now under the judgment of God. It is not yet the final judg-
ment, it seems, but what theologians would call “remedial” judgment. In 
other words, it is judgment designed to bring us to repentance.)

(Read Psalm 32. Describe what David was feeling when God’s judgment 
fell on him related to his sin with Bathsheba and Uriah. His “vitality was 
drained,” his “body wasted away” through his groaning all day long, etc.)

Spurgeon said of Psalm 32,

God’s finger can crush us—what must his hand be, and 
that pressing heavily and continuously! Under terrors of 
conscience, men have little rest by night, for the grim 
thoughts of the day dog them to their chambers and haunt 
their dreams, or else they lie awake in a cold sweat of dread. 
God’s hand is very helpful when it uplifts, but it is awful 
when it presses down: better a world on the shoulder, like 
Atlas, than God’s hand on the heart, like David (Treasury of 
David, Vol. II, p. 91).

APPLICATION

Have you experienced this? If you are a follower of Jesus, you know the 
powerful spiritual pain that is felt when we wander away from Him. This is 
God’s conviction. It is His spiritual pressure, designed to wake us up.
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In fact, you may be feeling that pressure right now. The tendency is to 
want to run to something else to ease the pain. But it will never be eased 
unless the true source of the problem is corrected.

It is very, very important for us to realize that just as we experience this 
as individuals (and it is a sign of God’s love), so whole nations can come 
under the judgment of God. How could we look at what is happening in 
our nation and fail to see this?

But what is its purpose?

II. DESPERATION BRINGS REPENTANCE

EXPLANATION

Notice Nehemiah’s response to what he saw and felt in Nehemiah 1:4-7. 
Nehemiah realized that the condition of his nation was because of his sin, 
his family’s sin, and the nation’s sin. The pressure of judgment led to a 
recognition and a change of mind and direction. This is what repentance 
is! (Highlight the left side of the Cycle of Spiritual Awakening diagram on 
page 51.)

ILLUSTRATION

The great Prayer Revival of 1858 occurred after the massive financial 
collapse of 1857. In fact, Jeremiah Lanphier, who was a lay missionary 
to the businessmen on Wall Street, started his first prayer meeting simply 
to help the businessmen cope with their financial reversals. It was the 
financial collapse that drove men to God.

(Share a personal story of a time when God brought you to desperation so 
deeply that it created a willingness to fully repent.)



APPLICATION

Most of us do not give up areas of sin and disobedience until we have ex-
hausted every possibility. When our backs are against the wall and we are 
in deep need, then we are willing to think about surrendering fully to God.

§§ What will it take for you and me to come to a point of desperation?

§§ What will it take to bring our church to such desperation?

§§ What do you think it will take to bring our nation to desperation?

It is important to see that God’s judgments are not out of cruelty, but out 
of incredible mercy and love. He longs for us to return to Him, but He 
knows (better than any of us) what it will take to get us to the desperation 
that cries out in repentance.

And what happens when we genuinely repent?

III. REPENTANCE BRINGS REVIVAL!

EXPLANATION

It was always God’s intent to bring His people back to Himself. In fact, 
everything was designed for this. Notice in Jeremiah’s day, what God said 
about what was about to happen.

(Read Jeremiah 27:21-22 and/or Jeremiah 29:10-14.) Jeremiah 29:11 
is a verse often quoted by followers of Christ. But notice, it is set in the 
context of God’s judgment! God is telling them the good He has planned 
for them—to restore them, to bring them back. This is always His plan. 
He has everything to gain, as do we, by our return to Him.

And that is exactly what happened! (Remind them of what occurred in 
Jeremiah’s day as the walls were rebuilt in 52 days and national revival 
ensued, recorded in Nehemiah 8–9.)
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ILLUSTRATION

In 1904, a young Evan Roberts went to his home church with a simple 
four-point message. He challenged the people to confess all known sin, 
abandon any doubtful habits, obey the Holy Spirit promptly, and confess 
Christ publicly (witness). This became the theme of the Welsh Revival.  
 The result? The people turned in confession and repentance, and a 
mighty revival came that shook the world!

APPLICATION

What is God calling you to lay down, to let go? We may be waiting on God 
to send revival. He may be waiting on you and me to repent and turn. 
Look at Evan Roberts’ questions. Are we willing to:

1. Confess all known sin?

2. Put away every doubtful habit?

3. Obey the Spirit promptly?

4. Confess Christ (witness) openly and consistently?

CONCLUSION
(Share the illustration of the Ugandan pastor, found on page 89 of the 
OneCry book).

Perhaps God has brought you to desperation. Perhaps right now is the time 
for you to take the steps of repentance that will lead to revival in your life.

If not now, what more will it take from God?



CENTRAL IDEA: God can restore nations through the prayers of one person, 
just as He did with Nehemiah.

TEXT: Nehemiah 1:4-11 and selected Scriptures

REVIVAL REALITY #4: Your humble cry makes a difference.

INTRODUCTION
§§ There is a way to see revival and spiritual awakening come to  

our nation.

§§ PRAYER is the single key to unlock the door to revival.

§§ Revival Reality #4: Your humble cry makes a difference.

§§ One man’s prayers changed a nation . . . and yours can too!

I. WHEN SHOULD WE PRAY FOR REVIVAL?
§§ When we know something must be done (Nehemiah 1:4)

§§ When we know we can’t do what needs to be done

§§ When we believe that God can get it done (James 5:16-18)

Application: Are you willing to pray until the Lord comes in reviving power?
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II. HOW SHOULD WE PRAY FOR REVIVAL?

§§ Nehemiah’s prayer was: immediate (Neh. 1:4; 2:4); repentant (Neh. 
1:6-7); Word-based; God-glorifying (Neh. 1:4-11); surrendered 
(Neh. 1:11ff.); persistent (lifestyle; 1 Thess. 5:17)

§§ Nehemiah prayed when:

§§ He was overwhelmed by a burden (Neh. 1:4)

§§ He needed favor before a godless man (Neh. 1:11)

§§ He didn’t know what to say (Neh. 2:4)

§§ He was scorned by his enemies (Neh. 4:4-5)

§§ He faced opposition (Neh. 4:6-9)

§§ His sacrifice as a leader was overlooked (Neh. 5:19)

§§ He was weak and needed strength (Neh. 6:9)

§§ He was being tricked by evil men (Neh. 6:13-14)

§§ Jeremiah Lanphier, 1857–1858 Prayer Revival

Application: Are you willing to pray like this until God comes in revival and 
awakening here?

CONCLUSION
God is looking for one person who is feeling the burden so greatly that you 
are led to do something about it. Will you be that one?



CENTRAL IDEA: God can restore nations through the prayers of one person, 
just as He did with Nehemiah.

TEXT: Nehemiah 1:4-11 and selected Scriptures

REVIVAL REALITY #4: Your humble cry makes a difference.

INTRODUCTION
What if I told you that behind a door here in this room there was every-
thing you needed and everything you desired . . . all waiting for you? 
Would you be interested in opening that door?

But further, what if I told you that there was only one key that would open 
that door? Would you want that key?

Let’s take it one step farther. What if I told you that there is a way to see 
revival and spiritual awakening come to our nation? . . . that God could 
send a mighty outpouring of His Spirit that would transform our culture, 
change tens of thousands of lives, advance the cause of Christ around 
the world . . . but there was a single key to unlock that door to revival . . . 
would you want to know what that key is?

Amazingly, God has such a key to unlock such a door, and He has put 
it right within our grasp this morning. God is waiting to do exceedingly 
abundantly beyond all that we can ask or think—and the singular key to 
this release of His power is PRAYER.
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Today, as we continue in Nehemiah, we will see how one man’s prayers 
changed a nation . . . and how yours can too!

(Read Nehemiah 1:4-11.)

I. WHEN SHOULD WE PRAY FOR REVIVAL?
Many people don’t know when to pray. They are waiting for someone to 
call a prayer meeting or push them along to prayer. But if we want to see 
revival, we should be praying all the time. Look at when Nehemiah prayed 
and when we should pray.

We should pray when we know something must be done.

EXPLANATION

(Read Nehemiah 1:4.) Nehemiah heard the report, assessed what the real 
condition of his nation was, and knew that something must be accom-
plished. Whether anyone else picked up this burden in prayer or not, he 
was compelled to pray.

We should pray when we know we can’t do what needs to be done.

EXPLANATION

Nehemiah cried out because he was needy! Prayer, at its heart, is a recog-
nition of need. It is the humility to know that something needs to happen 
that is beyond our capability. 

If we are proud and self-sufficient, we never pray. In fact, the easiest way 
to check your pride level is to ask yourself one question: “How much do I 
really pray?” If you can make it a day or a week or a year without praying, 
it’s a clear indication that you believe you can live life on your own.



Nehemiah cried out because he knew there were no other options. No 
one could save his nation but God. As believers, we have tried many other 
paths to turn our nation around, and nothing is changing. In fact, it is get-
ting worse. We should all be involved politically, but politics cannot save 
our nation or bring the revival we need! We need the extraordinary move-
ment of the Spirit of God to produce extraordinary results.

We should pray when we believe that God can get it done!

EXPLANATION

Nehemiah prayed because he believed in God. He believed that God 
answers prayers and would answer his prayer. Do you believe that your 
prayers can make a difference?

ILLUSTRATION

(Read James 5:16-18, reminding them that their prayers can accomplish 
much, just like Elijah’s.)

APPLICATION

Here is the question: In light of the desperate need of our nation, are you 
willing to pray? Really, genuinely, continually pray? Not just talk about 
prayer or wring your hands in anguish, but pray till the Lord comes in 
reviving power?

If you said “Yes,” then God wants to show you how to pray, through 
Nehemiah’s example.
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II. HOW SHOULD WE PRAY FOR REVIVAL?
Notice Nehemiah’s prayer in chapter 1:4-11. It was effective and should 
be a great model to us of a single person’s prayers that made a difference 
in an entire nation. We must pray . . .

IMMEDIATE Prayers

EXPLANATION

Nehemiah prayed instantly. He didn’t wait for others or for a set prayer 
time. When he saw the need, he cried out! Notice this in Nehemiah 1:4 
and also 2:4. Prayer should not be our last resort but our first response. It 
should become as common as breathing to us.

REPENTANT Prayers

EXPLANATION

Nehemiah’s prayers were filled with repentance. See Nehemiah 1:6-7. 
Prayer that God hears is that which first admits its sin and need.

WORD-BASED Prayers

EXPLANATION

Nehemiah reminded God of His promises. He looked back at what God 
had said He would do and prayed these promises back to the Father. We 
have over 7,000 promises in the Word! If your Bible has 1,000 pages, 
that’s an average of 7 promises per page. There is some reason that God 
has designed His Word that way. He longs for us to believe Him and to 
pray and to stand on His promises. As we are praying for revival, we can 
cry out to God to do those things He’s promised, such as in James 4:6-10.



GOD-GLORIFYING Prayers

EXPLANATION

Nehemiah appealed to God’s fame and reputation, just as Moses and 
others had done before (see Nehemiah 1:4-11). When we come to 
the point where all we want is for God to be glorified, we are on good 
praying ground! We should not be praying for revival selfishly, i.e., just 
so we can have a nice, comfortable life. We should be asking God to 
send revival so that His name and reputation may be known and so 
thousands of believers will be ushered into His kingdom to give Him 
worship and service!

SURRENDERED Prayers

EXPLANATION

Notice in Nehemiah 1:11 (and following) that Nehemiah was willing to 
be used as the answer to his own prayer. He was not saying, “Lord, bring 
revival, and let someone else be Your instrument!” He was laying himself 
out before the Lord so God could use him in whatever way He desired. If we 
want revival, we must pray from that same humble position of surrender.

PERSISTENT Prayers

EXPLANATION

For Nehemiah, prayer was not an afterthought or an occasional activity 
. . . it was the air he breathed! Notice the constant “inhaling” of God’s 
presence and the “exhaling” of Nehemiah’s prayers at each juncture of 
this journey toward revival. Nehemiah prayed . . .
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§§ when he was overwhelmed by a burden (1:4)

§§ when he needed favor before a godless man (1:11)

§§ when he didn’t know what to say (2:4)

§§ when he was scorned by his enemies (4:4-5)

§§ when he faced opposition (4:6-9)

§§ when his sacrifice as a leader was overlooked (5:19)

§§ when he was weak and needed strength (6:9)

§§ when he was being tricked by evil men (6:13-14)

 Notice also that the time between his first prayer in Nehemiah 1 (the 
month Chislev) and his approach to the king (the month Nisan) was ap-
proximately seven months! Do we pray like this? This is lifestyle prayer—
prayer without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17)—and it is the type of 
prayer God hears and answers!

ILLUSTRATION

Imagine this with me. Imagine that you got so burdened that you decided 
to start praying. Then you decided to invite others to a prayer meeting. 
You set the time and date, but no one showed up. Finally, six people 
dragged in, and you had a few minutes of prayer. But you decided to 
repeat this the following week. The next week 20 came, and the next 
week 60! And what if this prayer meeting grew until, within three months, 
50,000 people were meeting all over your area every noon for prayer?

Impossible? No. That’s exactly what God did with one man in 1857 who 
decided to pray. His name was Jeremiah Lanphier, and he was one of 
the men God used mightily to usher in one of the greatest movements of 
revival in American history. Over one million people came to Christ.



APPLICATION

Are you willing to pray like this? . . . to pray and continue to pray until 
God comes in revival and awakening in our city and nation?

CONCLUSION
Martyn Lloyd-Jones, one of the great authorities on revival in the last 
century, said:

[In] movements of the Spirit . . . generally the very first thing 
that happens, and which eventually leads to a great revival, is 
that one man, or a group of men, suddenly begin to feel this 
burden, and they feel the burden so much that they are led to 
do something about it (Revival, p. 163).

God is looking for one! One person who is feeling the burden so greatly 
right now that you are led to do something about it. I wonder, will you be 
that man? that woman? that student God uses to pray until He comes?
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people joined together with Nehemiah, God sent revival to all the people.

TEXT: Nehemiah 8–10

REVIVAL REALITY #5: A united cry is uniquely irresistible to God.

INTRODUCTION
§§ Angers Bridge tragedy, April 16, 1850

§§ There is amazing power in unity!

§§ Revival Reality #5: A united cry is uniquely irresistible to God.

I. AMAZING PHYSICAL POWER UNLEASHED IN UNITY
§§ God’s design: Amazing things can happen—for good or bad—when 

people are unified.

§§ Nehemiah rebuilding the walls

§§ Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:6)

§§ God has designed that some things will only be accomplished 
through unity.
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II. AMAZING SPIRITUAL POWER UNLEASHED IN UNITY

§§ List of the word all (or its equivalent) in Nehemiah 8.

§§ All the people united in one cry for revival, and God sent a true, 
nationwide revival.

§§ We need a sweeping, nationwide movement of God. What might 
God be waiting for?

§§ List of “one cry” Scriptures and observation—every time God’s peo-
ple have united in one cry, God has answered with deliverance!

Application: What will we do with this? What is God asking from us?

CONCLUSION
§§ “There has never been a spiritual awakening in any country or local-

ity that did not begin in united prayer” (A. T. Pierson).

§§ Nehemiah 9:27 “when they cried to You . . .”

§§ God’s compassion is the same. His desire is the same. His power is 
the same. Perhaps He is waiting for us to unite in repentance and 
one cry to Him!



CENTRAL IDEA: God is waiting for a united cry from His people. When all 
the people joined with Nehemiah, God sent revival to all the people.

TEXT: Nehemiah 8–10

REVIVAL REALITY #5: A united cry is uniquely irresistible to God.

INTRODUCTION

The Angers Bridge was completed in 1839 and had been used success-
fully for eleven years to cross the Maine River in Angers, France. No one, 
particularly the engineers, would have believed that it would become the 
site of a terrible tragedy. It happened on April 16, 1850.

In the midst of a violent thunderstorm, 486 French soldiers were walk-
ing in cadence across the bridge. The combination of the swaying of the 
bridge in the storm and the powerful resonance created by the lock-step 
of the soldiers caused the suspension cables to snap, plunging 226 men 
to their death.

To this day, military ranks around the world break cadence when crossing 
a bridge so as not to repeat this disaster (from the OneCry book, page 99).

Why did this happen? There is amazing power in unity!
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This is true in the physical realm, but it is equally true in the spiritual 
realm before God, and it is why God calls us to come before Him with a 
unified cry for revival and spiritual awakening—to unite in one cry!

(Read all or selected portions of Nehemiah 8–9.)

I. THERE’S AN AMAZING PHYSICAL POWER UNLEASHED IN UNITY

EXPLANATION

(Tell the story of Nehemiah rebuilding the walls. Highlight the unity seen 
in this work and what was accomplished.)

§§ All the people had a mind to work (2:18; 4:6).

§§ All the people took the section of wall in front of their house (chapter 3).

§§ All the people defended against the enemy (4:12-23).

§§ The wall was built in 52 days (6:15). (There are many discussions 
about the size of this wall, but most estimate it was 15 feet wide by 
2.5 to 3 miles long!)

It’s amazing what can happen—for good or bad—when people are unified. 
God has designed things to work that way.

ILLUSTRATION

The tower of Babel was being constructed for evil, prideful purposes, and 
God had to create disunity for it to be stopped. Notice God’s description 
of the power of unity:

The Lord said, “Behold, they are one people, and they all 
have the same language. And this is what they began to do, 
and now nothing which they purpose to do will be impossible 
for them” (Genesis 11:6).



(Tell a story of something big that was accomplished by your church—such as 
a service, mission trip, or ministry project—when all the people were unified.)

APPLICATION

Why can so much get accomplished when people are unified? Because 
God designed His universe to be so! He has great, eternal purposes for 
His creation that are to be accomplished through unity. In fact, there are 
some things that will only be accomplished through unity.

But what does God want to do spiritually with our unity, and what does 
that have to do with us and the need for revival and awakening in our day?

II. THERE’S AN AMAZING SPIRITUAL POWER UNLEASHED IN UNITY

EXPLANATION

After the wall was built, attention was turned to the spiritual condition of 
the nation. I wonder, what would have happened after this great accom-
plishment if each individual and family had returned home and just 
continued in their sinful ways, ignoring God?

But something unusual happened. In chapter 8, the word all (or its equiv-
alent) is used many times in 18 short verses. Look how the people united:

All gathered (8:1).

All the people gathered as one man at the square which was 
in front of the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe 
to bring the book of the law of Moses which the Lord had 
given to Israel.

All listened to the reading and explaining of the Word (preaching) (8:2-3).

Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of 
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men, women and all who could listen with understanding, on 
the first day of the seventh month. He read from it before the 
square which was in front of the Water Gate from early morn-
ing until midday, in the presence of men and women, those 
who could understand; and all the people were attentive to 
the book of the law.

All agreed and worshiped (8:5-6).

Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people for he was 
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the 
people stood up. Then Ezra blessed the Lord the great God. 
And all the people answered, “Amen, Amen!” while lifting 
up their hands; then they bowed low and worshiped the Lord 
with their faces to the ground.

All mourned (when they realized their sin) (8:9).

Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest 
and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to 
all the people, “This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not 
mourn or weep.” For all the people were weeping when they 
heard the words of the law.

All the leaders gathered to further study the Word and decide what to do, and 
they sent proclamations to all their cities (8:13-15).

Then on the second day the heads of fathers’ households of 
all the people, the priests and the Levites were gathered to 
Ezra the scribe that they might gain insight into the words of 
the law. . . . So they proclaimed and circulated a proclama-
tion in all their cities and in Jerusalem, saying, “Go out to 
the hills, and bring olive branches and wild olive branches, 
myrtle branches, palm branches and branches of other leafy 
trees, to make booths, as it is written.”

All remembered God and obeyed His Word (8:16-17).

So the people went out and brought them and made booths 
for themselves, each on his roof, and in their courts and in 
the courts of the house of God, and in the square at the Water 



Gate and in the square at the Gate of Ephraim. The entire 
assembly of those who had returned from the captivity made 
booths and lived in them. 

All cried out, confessing their sins.

The People (9:1-3)

Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the sons of Israel 
assembled with fasting, in sackcloth and with dirt upon them 
The descendants of Israel separated themselves from all for-
eigners, and stood and confessed their sins and the iniquities 
of their fathers. . . .

The Leaders (9:4)

Now on the Levites’ platform stood Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, 
Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani and Chenani, and they 
cried with a loud voice to the Lord their God.

All repented and signed a covenant to obey all that God said (9:38).

“Now because of all this we are making an agreement in 
writing; and on the sealed document are the names of our 
leaders, our Levites and our priests.”

The point is this: All the people united in one cry for revival, and the result 
was that God sent a revival to all the people . . . a true, nationwide revival.

What makes us think we are different? What does our nation desperately need? 
Not a small movement of revival in one church or one city. What we need is a 
sweeping, nationwide movement of God. What do you think God is waiting for?

So, how could that possibly occur? We must all unite in one repentance 
and one cry!

ILLUSTRATION

(Read the list of “one cry” Scriptures and the observation that follows on 
pages 103–105. Take time to let these verses soak in, with the realization 
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that every time God’s people have united in one cry, God has answered 
with deliverance!)

APPLICATION

So, what will we do with this? We can point and blame all different groups 
and issues in our society for our problems, but God is waiting for us to 
unite in one cry. And that begins with one person at a time, one church at 
a time. It’s hard to imagine a more important or needy time in our nation 
than right now!

What is God asking for . . . from you? from our church? from the churches 
in this city? from the churches across our nation?

CONCLUSION
A. T. Pierson said, “There has never been a spiritual awakening in any 
country or locality that did not begin in united prayer.”

Right in the middle of the people’s prayer of confession in Nehemiah 9 is 
tucked an insightful statement (v. 27) that tells us what the Israelites had 
done in the past. It reminds us what we must do . . . and do now:

Therefore You delivered them into the hand of their oppres-
sors who oppressed them, but when they cried to You in the 
time of their distress, You heard from heaven, and according 
to Your great compassion You gave them deliverers who deliv-
ered them from the hand of their oppressors.

We may sit around waiting on God for revival and awakening, but maybe 
God is waiting on us! His compassion is the same. His desire is the same. 
His power is the same. Perhaps He is waiting for us to unite in one repen-
tance and one cry to Him!



CENTRAL IDEA: God calls us to cry out to Him for revival and awakening, 
and to call out in faith. Real faith depends, expects, and acts. And God-
initiated faith is always rewarded!

TEXT: Nehemiah 1; Hebrews 11:6 definition of faith (involves dependency 
and expectancy)

REVIVAL REALITY #6: God can save us now!

INTRODUCTION
§§ Story of Evan Roberts 

§§ What part does our faith play in revival?

§§ Revival Reality #6: God can save us now!

I. REAL FAITH DEPENDS ON GOD FOR REVIVAL.
§§ God alone can save us!

§§ Psalm 85:1-9; God is their sure hope.

§§ 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; when results come, only God can be praised!

Application: Are you depending on God for revival? Are you praying daily 
for revival? Not praying is a clear indication we are not believing.
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II. REAL FAITH EXPECTS GOD TO SEND REVIVAL. 
§§ Nehemiah 1:11, a commitment to act

§§ Faith moves forward in expectation

§§ Every moment of faith in biblical history was sealed by a step of 
faith that indicated true belief: Abraham, Moses, Joshua, Gideon, 
David, Mary, Joseph, Peter (Hebrews 11)

§§ Those who believe: depend on God, expect God to work, and see the 
power of God and His gospel unleashed! Martin Luther, Count von 
Zinzendorf, Jonathan Edwards, Jeremiah Lanphier, Evan Roberts

Application: What will history record about you?

CONCLUSION
§§ God loves to reward authentic faith.

§§ Nehemiah 2:8



CENTRAL IDEA: God calls us to cry out to Him for revival and awakening, 
and to call out in faith. Real faith depends, expects, and acts. And God-
initiated faith is always rewarded!

TEXT: Nehemiah 1

REVIVAL REALITY #6: God can save us now!

INTRODUCTION
(Tell the story of Evan Roberts from the OneCry book, pages 65–66. 
Emphasize that after he spent months and months in the presence of 
the Lord, God placed faith in his heart to believe that God was going to 
send a mighty revival in which over 100,000 of his countrymen would be 
saved. History records that is exactly what God did, bringing in a harvest 
of 100,000 lives in Wales in nine months! But obviously, God was looking 
for a man who would believe Him and then act on that belief.)

What part does our faith play in revival? Is God waiting for us to believe? 
Notice our final Revival Reality.

Do you believe revival is a possibility? Do you believe—and are you acting 
on that belief—that God can save us now?
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What does it mean to believe? Hebrews 11:6 gives us an amazing defini-
tion of faith. (Explain the two wings of belief as outlined in the OneCry 
book on page 116. This explanation will be very important to the entire 
message. Emphasize in the verse that faith involves dependency but 
also expectancy.)

Not only did God use Evan Roberts to believe Him; many years before, 
He used a man named Nehemiah to believe Him for a great move of 
God in his generation. This is illustrated to us in Nehemiah 1–2. Today 
we’re going to examine Nehemiah’s faith. But this is not just a lesson on 
Nehemiah. It is about you and me. God is looking in this room for men and 
women who will trust Him for revival!

Read Nehemiah 1:4-11.

I. REAL FAITH DEPENDS ON GOD FOR REVIVAL.

EXPLANATION

As we have seen earlier in these verses, Nehemiah addresses God over 
thirty times in this single prayer. His first response (not his last resort) 
was to cry out in dependency on God. His prayer alone is an indication 
of dependence. But the direction of his prayer indicates clearly who 
Nehemiah was trusting. Notice:

Nehemiah 1

4 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept and mourned 
for days; and I was fasting and praying before the God of heaven.

5 I said, “I beseech You, O Lord God of heaven, the great and 
awesome God, who preserves the covenant and lovingkind-
ness for those who love Him and keep His commandments,  
6 let Your ear now be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the 
prayer of Your servant which I am praying before You now, day 
and night, on behalf of the sons of Israel Your servants, con-



fessing the sins of the sons of Israel which we have sinned 
against You; I and my father’s house have sinned. 7 We have 
acted very corruptly against You and have not kept the com-
mandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You 
commanded Your servant Moses.

8 Remember the word which You commanded Your servant 
Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful I will scatter you among 
the peoples; 9 but if you return to Me and keep My command-
ments and do them, though those of you who have been 
scattered were in the most remote part of the heavens, I 
will gather them from there and will bring them to the place 
where I have chosen to cause My name to dwell.’ 10 They are 
Your servants and Your people whom You redeemed by Your 
great power and by Your strong hand. 11 O Lord, I beseech You, 
may Your ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and 
the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your name, 
and make Your servant successful today and grant him com-
passion before this man.”

It is important for us to be involved in the political process, but we must 
remember: Washington cannot save us! Only God can save us, but He can 
save us . . . and He can save us now!

It is important for us to act and do what God is telling us (as we will 
see in a moment), but we must realize that our activity alone is not 
what can save our nation. What the world needs is not merely another 
program, but an invasion of God’s presence. It is God and God alone 
who can save us!

ILLUSTRATION

Read Psalm 85:1-9. Notice that in the first three verses, the psalmist 
recounts how God has revived the nation in the past. Then, in depen-
dency, he cries out to God. He looks to God for salvation, knowing that He 
is their only hope, but also that He is their sure hope.

Notice Paul’s dependency as he speaks of his ministry in Corinth. (Read 
1 Corinthians 2:1-5.) Paul didn’t depend on his ability; he depended on 
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God to do a work among the Corinthians. The beautiful thing about this 
type of faith is that when results come, only God can be praised!

(Share a personal illustration of a time when you knew there was nowhere 
else to turn but God, and God answered and delivered. Illustrate how your 
first step in faith was to look to Him—to depend on Him and not yourself 
or others.)

APPLICATION

Are you depending on God for revival? Here is a clear indicator: Are you 
praying daily for revival? Prayer is an indication of our faith on so many 
levels. But first and foremost it indicates that we are looking to Him for 
the answers. It illustrates the realization that our mere ingenuity and 
activity are not what will save our nation. Revival praying indicates that 
we are depending on God to do the things only He can do.

If we are not praying, it is a clear indication we are not believing—and 
“without faith it is impossible to please Him.”

But there is a second wing to our faith:

II. REAL FAITH EXPECTS GOD TO SEND REVIVAL. 

EXPLANATION

Notice in verse 11, the final moments of Nehemiah’s prayer are a com-
mitment to act—to step out and do what (apparently) God was instructing 
him to do. Nehemiah 2 records this step of faith before the king, and  
the results.

Faith not only turns to God, it listens to God’s instructions and then 
moves forward in expectation. Faith believes that “He is a rewarder of 
those who seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6).



EXPLANATION

Manley Beasley, a well-known revivalist in the mid-1900s, once said, 
“Faith is walking and talking like what God says is really true!”

Every moment of faith in biblical history was sealed by a step of faith that 
indicated true belief:

§§ Abraham believed that God would raise his son from the dead, and 
he took him up on the mountain to sacrifice him, lifting the knife.

§§ Moses believed God would deliver His people just as He said, and 
he left his flocks and went to Egypt and approached the Pharaoh.

§§ Joshua believed God would deliver His people in the Promised Land, 
and he marched around Jericho just as God instructed.

§§ Gideon believed God would deliver at the hand of 300 men, and he 
led them into battle precisely as God directed.

§§ David believed God would place him as king, as He had promised, 
so he did not lift his hand against Saul when he had the opportu-
nity, but waited on God’s timing.

§§ Mary believed God would give her a child as He promised, and she 
lifted her voice in surrender and praise.

§§ Joseph believed God had done what He said, and he took Mary to be 
his wife.

§§ Peter believed what Jesus said (although he’d fished all night and 
caught nothing), and he let down his nets for a catch.

§§ And on and on and on. (For further illustrations of great steps of 
faith, study Hebrews 11, and notice that each person’s name is 
followed by an action verb, indicating they depended on God but 
also expected God and walked and talked like what He said was 
really true!)
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God’s history is the account of His activity and man’s involvement in or 
rejection of that activity through a response of belief or unbelief. Those 
who believed depended on God and expected God to work—and they saw 
the power of God and His gospel unleashed in their day!

EXPLANATION

God’s history is still being written every day. The roll call of faith recorded 
in Hebrews 11 is being added to every year:

§§ Martin Luther saw the truth about the gospel, and he nailed 95  
theses to the church door at Wittenburg, leading to a mighty move-
ment of reformation.

§§ Count von Zinzendorf prayed for revival and opened up his estate 
to the Moravians to build a revived community. God sent the 
“Moravian Pentecost,” ushering in a prayer meeting that lasted for 
100 years and began the modern missionary movement.

§§ Jonathan Edwards prayed for revival, and he wrote a pamphlet (“An 
Humble Attempt”) that stirred the nation, and he preached the 
messages God gave him that opened the door for revival.

§§ Jeremiah Lanphier prayed for a great work among the businessmen 
of New York City in 1857, and he called a prayer meeting, as God 
directed him. In three months the prayer meeting he started with 6 
men had grown to 50,000 men praying every day in the city!

§§ Evan Roberts prayed for revival and left school to go tell his people 
a simple message, which became the catalyst for a great movement 
of revival.

I wonder what the history books of heaven will record about this time, our 
nation, and our church’s response to God. Wouldn’t it be something if it 
read, “And (insert the name of your church) believed God for a mighty 
revival, prayed daily for revival, and cooperated fully with God in revival, 
and the Lord sent a mighty, nationwide movement of His Spirit, and mil-
lions came to Christ!”



I wonder, what will it record about you?

§§ You believed God for revival and started a prayer meeting that con-
tinued until Christ manifested Himself in great power?

§§ You believed God and shared the message of revival with everyone 
you encountered?

§§ You believed God and . . . ?

CONCLUSION
God loves to reward authentic faith. Do you know why? Because He loves 
to show the world who He is and what will happen if we just believe Him. 
He is glorified when we believe Him, and He fulfills His promises.

Notice what happened with Nehemiah. (Read Nehemiah 2:8.)

God not only used him to rebuild the wall in 52 days, He also allowed him 
to see one of the greatest revivals in history, recorded in chapters 8–9, 
because the good hand of his God was on him.

Why did this happen for Nehemiah and his nation? Because God “is a 
rewarder of those who seek Him.”

So, what will it be for you? What step of dependency and expectancy is 
God asking for from you today, so that we might cooperate with Him?

We may be sitting around waiting on God. But it just may be that God is 
waiting on us to cry out in genuine faith . . . to believe that He can save 
us now!
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CENTRAL IDEA: God wants us to prepare a highway for Him to come in 
revival and awakening. What is our next step?

TEXT: Nehemiah (selected Scriptures)

INTRODUCTION
§§ President Eisenhower’s highway system across America

§§ Isaiah’s vision (Isaiah 40:3-5)

§§ Our purpose: Join with thousands across our nation to build a high-
way for our God

I. NEHEMIAH PRAYED . . . WILL YOU?
§§ Nehemiah prayed early and often, in dependency and expectancy, 

without ceasing.

§§ National Prayer Accord (OneCry.com/PrayerAccord)

§§ How will we adjust our lives to really pray? Will you become a 
OneCry intercessor?

§§ Without prayer we get what man can do; with prayer we get what 
God can do!

§§ “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer is the greater 
work” (Oswald Chambers).
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II. NEHEMIAH SHARED . . . WILL YOU?
§§ Nehemiah gathered others and told them the need and God’s plan 

(Neh. 2:17-20).

§§ Get the word out to others to turn, pray, and unite.

§§ Share copies of the OneCry book with others.

§§ Learn the six Revival Realities and share them  
with others.

§§ Point people to OneCry.com.

§§ Ask God to use you every day to speak to someone  
about Christ.

III. NEHEMIAH LED . . . WILL YOU?
§§ Nehemiah was moved to act and lead others, under the leadership 

of God. We need men and women in our nation to lead in their 
spheres of influence.

§§ Take initiative to move forward. Someone is looking to you for 
guidance and leadership. It just takes one person willing to lead, 
however God directs.

Application: What adjustments will you make in your life to do what God is 
telling you to do?

CONCLUSION
The next step toward nationwide revival . . . is YOURS!



CENTRAL IDEA: God wants us to prepare a highway for Him to come in 
revival and awakening. What is our next step?

TEXT: Nehemiah (selected Scriptures)

INTRODUCTION
The greatest public works project in American history began in the sum-
mer of 1919. Not long after World War I, eighty-one Army vehicles left 
Washington, D.C., with the task of traveling across the United States to 
San Francisco. Their goal was to assess the Army’s vehicles and also the 
available roads in America to see what would be needed if America were 
ever invaded.

One young lieutenant went along, “partly for a lark and partly to learn,” 
he wrote decades later. “We were not sure it could be accomplished 
at all. Nothing of the sort had ever been attempted.”2 The conditions 
they discovered were appalling—so bad that they could only average six 
miles per hour, or fifty-eight miles per day. The trip took them sixty-two 
days to complete.

Half the distance, particularly west of the Mississippi River, 
was over dirt roads, wheel paths, desert sands and mountain 
trails. More than 230 recorded road accidents occurred, as 
the heavy trucks, driven mostly by inexperienced drivers, sank 
in quicksand or mud, ran off the road, or overturned. Other 
problems included inadequate bridges; limited sleep; lack 
of food, shelter, and bathing facilities; and even the lack of 
drinking water.3
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Attempts were made in the intervening years to remedy this problem 
with some type of unified highway system. Nothing was substantially 
resolved, however, until that former lieutenant, who had risen to become 
the Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces in World War II, was elected 
President of the United States in 1952.

President Eisenhower had not only observed the problems in 1919, but he 
was tremendously impressed with the Autobahn system in Europe during 
the Second World War. He made it the major agenda of his presidency to 
develop a national interstate system. His tireless effort created the massive 
system that now moves our nation and upon which every American depends. 
It took many, many years and the removal of many barriers, but ultimately 
an interstate system was created that allows us to move quickly and freely 
across the nation. He mobilized thousands of people over an extensive 
period to prepare a highway that has changed the nation.

The prophet Isaiah had a similar but much greater vision. In the midst of 
a needy nation that had turned its back on God, he became a voice for a 
construction project of epic proportions. Notice Isaiah 40:3-5:

A voice is calling,  
“Clear the way for the Lord in the wilderness;  
Make smooth in the desert a highway for our God.  
Let every valley be lifted up,  
And every mountain and hill be made low;  
And let the rough ground become a plain,  
And the rugged terrain a broad valley;  
Then the glory of the Lord will be revealed,  
And all flesh will see it together;  
For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”

The purpose of our emphasis on one cry in these days is to join with 
thousands across our nation who are seeking to build “a highway for our 
God” . . . to build up the low places and bring down the high places . . . 
to remove every rock and barrier so the King of glory will come and visit 
our land once again.

In light of all God has been saying to us in the last eight weeks, what is 
the next step for us? What is the next step for you? What would it take for 
us to prepare a highway for our God?



Once more, Nehemiah’s life is going to speak to us. Will you let his life 
confront you with three vital questions?

I. NEHEMIAH PRAYED . . . WILL YOU?
If there’s one thing we have learned from the account of Nehemiah’s coop-
eration with God’s work in his day, it’s that Nehemiah moved on his knees. 
The work was accomplished through prayer. He prayed early and often. He 
prayed in dependency and expectancy. He didn’t just start by praying, he 
ended by praying! He prayed without ceasing! He persevered in prayer!

If it is true, as A. T. Pierson says, that “there has never been a spiritual 
awakening in any country or locality that did not begin in united prayer,” then 
what adjustments are we going to make as a church—and what adjustments 
are you going to make as an individual—to pray . . . and pray continually?

ILLUSTRATION

(Share the story of Miss Kitty Longstreth from the OneCry book, page 95, 
showing what can happen when one person makes a commitment to pray.)

(Share about the National Prayer Accord that hundreds of churches 
across the nation are adopting. If your team has decided to adopt this 
model, share that with the congregation. This is a concerted effort to help 
churches get into a rhythm of prayer. Churches that adopt the accord are 
adapting it as they desire under God’s leadership. Some may just begin 
with a part of this accord. But the basic design is to help churches pray 
for revival and awakening.)

§§ ONCE A WEEK, either privately or in a small group. Some are praying 
on Saturday nights, that God would move in power in the gathering 
of His people each week.

§§ ONCE A MONTH, in a special, church-wide prayer meeting. Many 
are choosing to do this during the first week of the month—“First 
Monday” or “First Wednesday” prayer meetings that are well led 

 82 // WEEK 8



SERMON STARTERS // 83

and promoted, and where there is always some emphasis on prayer 
for revival and awakening in the nation.

§§ ONCE A QUARTER, gathering with one or more other churches,  
uniting together in prayer for revival and awakening in the city 
and nation.

§§ ONCE A YEAR, joining with millions of others on the National Day  
of Prayer. (OneCry leads a nationwide radio broadcast for this  
very purpose.)

(For more information about the Accord, go to OneCry.com/PrayerAccord.)

APPLICATION

How will we adjust our lives to really pray? Will you:

§§ Pray daily for revival and awakening?

§§ Start a OneCry prayer group?

§§ Commit to weekly prayer for revival with your small group?

§§ Join with others in our church and city when the leaders of the 
church feel led to call us to prayer?

The OneCry initiative is seeking to unite over 50,000 intercessors in con-
centrated prayer—laser-beam prayer—across America. Will you be one of 
those intercessors?

Remember: Without prayer we get what man can do; with prayer we get 
what God can do!

Oswald Chambers said, “Prayer does not fit us for the greater work; prayer 
is the greater work.”

 



II. NEHEMIAH SHARED . . . WILL YOU?

EXPLANATION

Nehemiah took time to look at the situation. He became aware of the 
great need, and so should we. (Read Nehemiah 2:11-16.) But then, when 
he had his God-led ideas in mind, he gathered others and told them about 
the need and about God’s plan. (Read verses 17-20.)

Preparing a highway takes a lot of work from a lot of people. We must get 
the word out to others, encouraging them to turn, pray, and unite together. 
There is an amazing lack of understanding in our nation about the ways 
of God in revival and awakening that we’ve been studying these last eight 
weeks. Now you are equipped—you can help others!

We are good at complaining to others about the condition of our nation. We 
are quick to share our opinions. What if we made it the great business of 
our lives to share God’s biblical solutions . . . to share His plan with others?

ILLUSTRATION

(Review the story of Evan Roberts, told on pages 65–66 of the OneCry book. 
He was willing to take a step and share a simple message God had laid on 
his heart. It was the tool God used to ignite a movement of God that we call 
the Welsh Revival of 1904–1905. That movement shook the world!)

APPLICATION

What will you do to get the message out this year about revival? Here are 
some simple steps you can take to share the message of revival and awak-
ening with others:

1. Get copies of the OneCry book and give it to others.

2. Learn the six Revival Realities so you can be ready to share them 
with others. These are foundational truths about the ways of God in 
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revival that we desperately need to know and obey. When the sub-
ject of the condition of our world comes up in conversation, commit 
yourself to knowing and sharing the truth about the real need in our 
nation (which is spiritual) and God’s clear answers!

3. Point people to the OneCry website (www.OneCry.com) so they can 
continually receive helpful tools to join in building a highway for 
our God.

4. Ask God to use you every day to speak to someone about Christ. 
The ultimate need is for the church to awaken and share their faith 
with others!

What is God calling you to do? Like Nehemiah, will you gather others 
around you who will join you to “arise and build”?

III. NEHEMIAH LED . . . WILL YOU?

Nehemiah was not only griev

EXPLANATION

ed, he was moved to act and lead others, 
under the leadership of God. We need men and women in our nation to 
lead in their spheres of influence.

No one gave Nehemiah a position, a special title, or a commission except 
God. Nehemiah just saw the need, was moved by God, and started taking 
steps to move forward as God directed.

Notice some of the steps he took in leadership:

1. Seeking favor: He first approached God and sought His blessing, 
direction, and favor. He then approached his authorities to seek 
their aid (Neh. 2).

2. Preparing: He personally inspected the walls, doing what was neces-
sary to assess the situation of his city (Neh. 2).

3. Team building: He enlisted other leaders (Neh. 2).



4. Mobilizing: He mobilized others to join him, gathering them toward 
a specific task (Neh. 3).

5. Organizing: He broke the work down into sizable portions for each 
worker on his team (Neh. 3).

6. Motivating: He appealed to his team based on the need in their own 
families. He assigned each person to build the wall in front of their own 
house, thus motivating them based on how it would affect them (Neh. 3).

7. Showing courage: He was the point man to stand against the opposi-
tion of the enemy (Neh. 4).

8. Encouraging: He constantly encouraged the workers (Neh. 4).

9. Casting vision: He continually reminded the people of God’s call and 
mission on their lives and the great work they were doing (Neh. 4).

10. Sacrificing and modeling: He himself worked at great personal sac-
rifice and led by example, never asking his people to do something 
he was unwilling to do (Neh. 5:14-19).

Leadership is often not about having greater spiritual ability or under-
standing than others, but about taking the initiative to move forward. God 
is looking for men and women and students who will step up and lead!

Everyone leads somebody. There is someone who is looking to you for 
guidance and leadership. You could be the instrument God uses to lead 
them to Him in repentance and faith. You could also be used to start  
a movement!

ILLUSTRATION

Dan Jarvis understands this. When he was 12 years old, his newly saved 
mother began to homeschool her children. In their Christian history book, 
Dan learned about the Great Awakenings in our nation’s history. Dan’s 
12-year-old mind was intrigued.

“Mom,” he said, “This is so good. Why don’t we do that?”
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“Well,” his mom replied, “I don’t know how all that got started, but I do 
know people had to pray.”

Dan said, “Why don’t we get our church to pray?”

This question led to a call to their pastor, who agreed to set a date for a 
prayer meeting. Dan and his family began to invite every friend they could. 
He wrote a simple little letter, based on 2 Chronicles 7:14, inviting peo-
ple to join in prayer on a certain day.

Soon, a Christian radio station picked up the news. This was in 1991, 
before the age of social media, but God has His own means of getting the 
word out when He wants to exalt Himself. A Christian newswire service 
picked up the story, and then it exploded.

Calls began to come into their home. Radio interviews were set up 
with stations from Cleveland to Seattle to Houston. A man called from 
Australia saying he would join them in prayer on that day.

On January 25, 1992, multiplied thousands of people cried out to God in prayer 
. . . simply because one 12-year-old boy decided to take a step and lead!

Did revival result from those prayers? Listen to Dan Jarvis (who now works 
for Life Action Ministries):

It did for me. I saw the power of God in more ways than I 
could describe here. I learned that God can use anyone. 
That’s not just a cliché—He really will use anyone. Faith, 
prayer, and a little initiative are all He requires. That date 
taught me the meaning of revival and the power of prayer. It 
was the date that charted the course for the rest of my life. 
Every ministry opportunity the Lord has given me, I can trace 
directly to that Saturday.

It just takes one person—big or small—who is willing to take a step and 
lead as God directs.



APPLICATION

You may not be able to lead everyone or everywhere, but you can lead 
someone somewhere! You can stand up, take God-ordained initiatives, 
and move forward. Do not cower in fear (the curse of failed leadership), 
but move ahead and do something, as God directs!

So here’s the question: What adjustments will you make in your life to do 
what God is telling you to do? Who knows but what God may want to use 
you as a catalyst for a great movement of God!

CONCLUSION
For the last eight weeks, we have been studying and praying and asking 
God to move in revival and awakening. I wonder if the decision is now ours. 

Will we seek revival to honor Him? Will we respond to His judgments? Will we 
begin in our own hearts? Will we pray? Will we pray together? Will we believe 
that God can and will send revival to our church, our city, our nation?

The next step toward nationwide revival . . . is YOURS!
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RELEASING AND SHEPHERDING THE MICROPHONE IN REVIVAL

The following is an account from Pastor Bill Elliff of a work God was 
beginning in The Summit Church in N. Little Rock, Arkansas.

By the grace of God, our church has been experiencing an amazing 
movement of God’s reviving in the last week. On Sunday, April 3, 2011, 
as I was preaching on “Quenching the Holy Spirit,” I could not finish my 
message. A dear brother stood up and said, “We must do this [obey the 
Lord instantly] right now!”

For four weeks I had put a microphone on the floor, without anyone 
knowing it, in preparation should the Lord choose to break in. We went to 
a time of prayer, and I told people to do exactly what the Lord prompted—
nothing more, nothing less. Come to the altar, find someone to pray with, 
share a word or Scripture, confess a need or sin—come to the microphone 
(where I was standing on floor level), confess, repent, respond, etc.

For the next three hours, we entered an amazing time of God’s reviving 
work. At one point, a C-130 pilot came forward who said he had never 
been baptized and was so convicted that he wanted to be baptized right 
then. He took his shoes off and headed to the baptistery—street clothes 
and all! Four more people followed.

We had a regularly scheduled prayer meeting the next night, which 
normally drew 50–75 people. Over two hundred came and entered into 
another night of brokenness, repentance, and calls to prayer, which 
extended 3½ hours. We decided to meet the next night, and we contin-
ued meeting every night of last week (except Saturday) for 3–4 hours a 
night, with increasing intensity.

A BURDEN FOR PRAYER
The Lord has laid a deep burden of intercession on our hearts, that what 
we are experiencing would occur in many churches in our city, so it is not 
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seen as something occurring merely at our church. We have many, many 
pastors who have been praying for revival in Little Rock, Arkansas, for 
over fifteen years.

The next Sunday there was no let-up, as our two services at 9 a.m. and 
11 a.m. just merged into one and continued until 2 p.m. Our multi-site 
campus experienced the same thing, with a service that lasted three 
hours and forty minutes.

As I write, we are continuing into the second week. One of the amaz-
ing things during these services is that people are coming to Christ and 
desiring immediate baptism. In these first nine days, forty-six people have 
been baptized.

PERMISSION TO HAVE A VOICE
But here is what I want to express to us as pastors. A godly, spiritually 
sensitive man in our church sent me a message yesterday:

I think it was Monday night before prayer started that I was 
standing near the stage and saw the microphone that had 
passed through so many hands and been the conduit for 
so much released into the air from the lips of the saints. I 
thought to take a picture of it and have it in my phone. It 
seemed of interest to me then, but now I know the signifi-
cance is greater than I knew.

Today as I drove past the church on my way home, I was re-
flecting about all that has gone on and wondering what made 
the difference in all this. As I asked God what made the 
difference, that picture in my phone came to mind. It was the 
microphone. That mic has given a voice—permission to have 
a voice—to the saints at our church.

I don’t view you as a controlling person, but I know there are 
massive pressures on pastors to make the most of the time 
you have once a week. This doesn’t leave a lot of room for 
freedom or spontaneity.
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I believe these testimonies have been on the lips of people 
to confess; some of the baptisms were in the minds of those 
who needed to; and the internal pressure from God has been 
there in a large number of our folks for a while. Many things 
were in place and the time was right, but the final blow to the 
dam was when you made room in the schedule and released 
permission for the people to have a voice.

The microphone represents a key. From the moment you 
opened up the mic in the beginning of the second service, 
I felt a release of something, and about half way through 
your sermon, God made it clear to me that if He were to be 
allowed to move, everything in our experience of Him in our 
meetings would have to change—or nothing would change. 
We had to give up all we have known as “normal” and let 
Him redefine what “normal” is.

I have talked to many, many pastors in the past six months who have said 
that they feel their church is desperate, and the spiritual temperature is 
rising. At the risk of any of us placing any confidence in a method, I want 
to challenge your thinking:

Open the microphone to your people. I have been standing beside that 
microphone (as I learned in Life Action Ministries) to help shepherd and 
guide each moment, but these have been wonderful days of letting the 
body minister to each other in Christ.

When someone expresses a need for prayer, we call people around them 
to pray. When we sense God calling the whole church to prayer, we go 
to spontaneous prayer. When God speaks about the same issue (such as 
anger or bitterness) through two or three people in a row, we remind peo-
ple that we are not spectators but participants, and that God is speaking 
to the whole church and calling us to respond.

I have never left the microphone, but hundreds now have found God’s 
grace there. One lady came weeping to express that her husband had 
committed suicide in her presence thirty days ago. She was angry with 
God and couldn’t seem to release her bitterness. Dozens of people 
swarmed around her, and she felt God’s loving arms enfold her.
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Then her friend came to the microphone and said, “She needs a car; 
could we give to that need?” We placed a basket on the table, and hun-
dreds came. One man, who arrived late, heard of the need and rushed to 
ask if he could speak.

“My father told me yesterday that he has a nice Ford Explorer that he 
needs to give away.” Turning to the lady, he asked, “Would that work?” 
She got the car and over $2800 for gas!

Why? Because, at God’s direction and with His blessing, the body had a 
chance to express a need and meet a need at an open microphone.

This has been repeated hundreds of times. The first Sunday, a young girl 
came to the microphone expressing that she had $40, and God told her to 
give it to someone with a need. I grabbed an offering basket and placed it 
on the altar. In the next hours, we know of over $5000 that was placed in 
the basket and $3500 that was taken out by people with needs.

Why? All because, in the flow of God’s movement, the body had a chance 
to express a need and meet a need instantly.

RELEASE AND SHEPHERD
Again, may I strongly say that the only One who changes lives is CHRIST! 
He alone is our salvation. But I wonder if some of our “wineskins” that we 
hold to so tightly are preventing the flow of God’s work.

In the 1858 prayer revival, a simple method was repeated in thousands 
of noonday prayer meetings across the country. Lay people were allowed 
to speak, voicing needs in humility, and then others would join in inter-
cession. In response, for months on end, 10,000 people a week came to 
Christ in New York City alone! Over two million people were saved out of 
population of thirty million!

I would encourage us to be sensitive to whatever God is telling us as 
shepherds to do, even with the risks we think may attend, and let God 
manifest Himself in our midst. We may be waiting on God for revival, but 
He may be waiting on us as under-shepherds to step out in faith and open 
the door of humble expression for our people.
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LEADING TIMES OF TESTIMONY

Historically, one of the primary ingredients for the spread of revivals has 
been personal testimonies. The accounting of God’s work in individual 
hearts can prove a powerful tool in the hands of God to inspire, encour-
age, and convict others.

Often pastors are fearful of public testimony times for the following reasons:

§§ Embarrassingly “dry” testimonies

§§ Excessively long or emotional testimonies

§§ Testimonies that step over lines of propriety

§§ Non-specific, generalized testimonies that appear useless  
and unedifying

§§ Immature or attention-seeking people monopolizing time  
at the microphone

Testimonies can provide freedom for God to accomplish considerable good 
in the following ways:

§§ Give God the glory due Him as He transforms lives

§§ Help believers confirm and verbalize what God is doing in their lives

§§ Allow specific testimonies to inspire, convict, encourage, teach, and 
train other believers

§§ Grow the church through a fresh sense of the magnitude of God’s 
work in their midst

§§ Give the pastor an opportunity to identify and preach on certain 
themes that are repeatedly mentioned during testimonies
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§§ Provide a spiritual “thermometer,” by giving church leaders an 
increased understanding of where God is at work and by identifying 
primary areas of need

§§ Give opportunity for public confession and corporate forgiveness

The following are hints on how to lead an effective testimony time. The 
average lay person may be as fearful regarding these times as a pastor, 
often because of bad experiences in the past. Carefully explaining how 
the sharing time will be conducted can pave the way for a fresh release of 
God’s Spirit through His people in the body.

Pray! Spend time privately and publicly praying for:

§§ God to bring the right people to share

§§ Protection from the enemy

§§ Wisdom to know how to lead the time—particularly how to be sensi-
tive to key points of conviction

Take time to educate the people on how to share a testimony. The follow-
ing model might be used:

1. Share how each person has a unique spiritual pilgrimage that 
can encourage others. Learning to articulate and transparently 
communicate God’s activity in your life is one of the great keys to 
usefulness for God’s kingdom.

2. Describe how to share a testimony:

§§ Share where God found you. Be specific regarding areas of 
sin and need.

§§ Share what you were experiencing as a result of controlling 
your own life. 



§§ Share what God said to you.

§§ Share how you responded. You may have responded nega-
tively at first . . . be honest.

§§ Share what you are now experiencing as a result of obedi-
ence to God’s truth. What benefits are you experiencing since 
you’ve obeyed?

3. Describe simple ground rules:

§§ Be brief.

§§ Be specific.

§§ Be current.

§§ Bring all the glory to God.

§§ Don’t reflect negatively on others.

§§ Use the term “moral failure” for any moral sins.

4. Invite the congregation to think of one area where God has been 
working in recent days (you may want to identify this as the past 
week, month, six months, etc.). Then ask them to turn to one other 
person and, using the above method, share a three-minute testimony.

5. Spend a moment in prayer. Direct everyone to ask God whether He 
wants them to share a public testimony. Invite those who feel led to 
share to come sit on the front row. Indicate that you may or may not 
get to all those who came forward. This gives you the freedom to 
choose those you feel led to call on.

6. As individuals come, you can stand by the microphone with those 
who are sharing. Feel free to interrupt and help them clarify or give 
further specifics if needed. Offer encouragement and love. At times 
you may have to shut down a testimony that is entirely off track or 
disruptive to what God is doing. Make sure to always keep control of 
the microphone. 
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7. Lead in ministering to people after they have shared:

§§ Give a word of encouragement or affirmation, if appropriate.

§§ If they have asked for the church’s forgiveness, lead  
the church in corporately verbalizing forgiveness to  
the individual.

§§ Invite people to give a hug or a word of encouragement to 
those who have testified as they head back to their seats.

§§ If the testifier still has needs or burdens, invite a group of 
concerned people to gather around that person or take them 
to a side room for prayer, encouragement, counsel, or other 
needed help.

8. Be sensitive not only to the person testifying but to what God is 
saying to the church through the testimony. Remind the peo-
ple that they are not spectators but participants. God may be 
speaking directly to them about related issues. When a similar 
testimony is repeated several times, recognize this as God speak-
ing to the church.

9. Be sensitive to opportunities to “preach” based on the testimo-
nies. On the other hand, don’t feel the need to speak after every 
testimony. If God brings to your mind key thoughts that help crys-
tallize and convict through the testimonies, seize the opportunity, 
perhaps even stopping to give people an opportunity to respond to 
what has just been said.

10. Don’t worry about excesses. If someone seems to step over the 
line in some way, discreetly take control of the microphone and 
thank God publicly that people feel the freedom to share; then 
gently remind everyone of the boundaries for the testimonies.

11. When people share things that should have been related in private, 
ask them to go to that individual immediately, if possible, to clear 
their conscience. 
 



12. Don’t feel you must have everyone share publicly. It is often 
better to stop on a significant note than to “drag it out.” (If you 
extend the sharing time too long, some people may feel they need 
to say something, even though God has not been doing a special 
work in their life.) This will also leave the congregation eager to 
hear more from God the next time they meet. Inform those who 
did not get to share that there will be other opportunities, and 
affirm their obedience to God in being willing to share.

13. Remind people that every testimony is significant.

Although the above suggestions may seem mechanical, they have proven 
helpful to many. Trust God to use you to open the way of blessing to oth-
ers through this wonderful and biblical practice.

Written by Bill Elliff, appendix in Fresh Encounter: God’s Pattern for Spiritual 
Awakening by Henry Blackaby, Richard Blackaby, and Claude King (Nashville: B&H 
Publishing Group, 2009) pp. 294–297. Reprinted and used by permission.
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